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About FCAWA


FCAWA
The Financial Counsellors’ Association of Western Australia (FCAWA) is the peak body and voice of financial counselling in WA. We advocate for financial wellbeing and promote excellence in the sector to achieve our goals of financially resilient communities and reduced hardship for all.
We provide Financial Counsellors with training, resources, events and professional support so they can deliver free, independent and confidential help to people facing financial hardship. We also advocate for systemic change, working with government, regulators, and agencies to make financial systems fairer and more compassionate.
As a not-for-profit organisation, FCAWA:
Provides continuous professional development, resources, and support for Financial Counsellors.
Advocates for a fair and equitable marketplace.
Works to raise the profile of Financial Counsellors.
Advocates to increase access to financial counselling.
Works to improve hardship processes for people in financial difficulty.


Financial Counselling
Financial counselling is a free, independent and confidential service provided by qualified professionals to people experiencing financial hardship. Financial Counsellors support individuals, families and small businesses to stabilise their
[image: ][image: ]financial situation through budgeting and money planning, understanding rights and negotiating with creditors, exploring options such as bankruptcy, accessing grants or concessions, and connecting with other support services including mental health, AOD, legal and family violence supports.
Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land on which FCAWA’s Head Office is located, the Whadjuk people of Noongar Boodjar.
We recognise their continued connection to the land and waters of this beautiful place and acknowledge that they never ceded sovereignty. We respect all Whadjuk Elders and their Ancestors, and all First Nations peoples.



1. Executive Summary
[bookmark: _Ref220317111][bookmark: _Ref220317245][bookmark: _Ref220317251]Domestic, family and sexual violence (DFSV), particularly coercive control, is increasingly recognised in Australian coronial and death-review evidence as a significant contextual factor in some suicides and in many presentations of suicidality, especially where victim-survivors experience sustained entrapment, fear, social isolation, and compounding material hardship[footnoteRef:1] [footnoteRef:2] [footnoteRef:3] [1:  Ombudsman Western Australia. (2022). Investigation into Family and Domestic Violence and Suicide. Government of Western Australia. URL: https://www.ombudsman.wa.gov.au/Publications/Investigation_FDV_Suicide.htm 
]  [2:  Australian Government Department of Social Services. (2022). National Plan to End Violence Against Women and Children 2022–2032. Australian Government. URL: https://www.dss.gov.au/system/files/resources/national-plan-end-violence-against-women-and-children-2022-2032.pdf 
]  [3:  Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. (2024). Family, Domestic and Sexual Violence (FDSV). Australian Government (AIHW). URL: https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/family-domestic-and-sexual-violence/fdsv ] 

[bookmark: _Ref220317238]Evidence from coronial and death-review processes indicates that the period around separation can be an elevated-risk period for escalating harm, including suicidality, where coercive control intensifies through economic abuse (including coerced debt, credit misuse, sabotage of employment or income, and interference with essential services), housing instability, and loss of financial autonomy that constrain safe exit pathways1 2 [footnoteRef:4] [4:  House of Representatives Standing Committee on Social Policy and Legal Affairs. (2025). Inquiry into the Relationship Between Domestic, Family and Sexual Violence (DFSV) and Suicide - Terms of Reference. Parliament of Australia. URL: https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Social_Policy_and_Legal_Affairs/DFSVSuicidedata  ] 

[bookmark: _Ref220317464][bookmark: _Ref220317216]FCAWA notes an important limitation relevant to the Inquiry’s focus on data: DFSV context, including coercive control and economic abuse, is often not visible in real time within suicide data systems and may only be identified later through coronial, death-review, or retrospective system analysis. As a result, administrative datasets may under-attribute DFSV context and may not reliably capture the contributing context of distress or death without strengthened contextual collection, narrative analysis, and improved integration of information across relevant systems.2 [footnoteRef:5] [footnoteRef:6] [5:  Name withheld. (2025). Submission 1 to the House of Representatives Standing Committee on Social Policy and Legal Affairs Inquiry into the Relationship Between DFSV and Suicide (lived experience). URL: https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Social_Policy_and_Legal_Affairs/DFSVSuicidedata/Submissions]  [6:  Financial Counselling Australia. (2019). Family Violence and Economic Abuse Survey: Summary of Findings. Financial Counselling Australia. URL: https://financialcounsellingaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Family-Violence-Survey-Results-v2.pdf ] 

[bookmark: _Ref220582930]FCAWA is the peak body for financial counsellors in Western Australia. Financial counsellors are often among the first professionals to identify economic abuse, coercive control, and emerging suicidal ideation—particularly where individuals seek help for an acute financial crisis rather than through health or crisis services. This positions the financial counselling profession as an important and often overlooked early-intervention and prevention resource within DFSV-related suicide responses. [footnoteRef:7] 8 [7:  inTouch Multicultural Centre Against Family Violence. (2024). Submission to the Inquiry into the Financial Services Regulatory Framework in relation to Financial Abuse. Parliament of Australia URL: https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=9d1d7f2b-9e41-4d4e-9d66-4c1e5f0c7b8e 
] 

[bookmark: _Ref220317309][bookmark: _Ref220317646][bookmark: _Ref220317493]Evidence from national surveys, specialist domestic and family violence organisations, and peer-reviewed Australian research indicates that unmanaged financial harm can amplify psychological distress and contribute to crisis escalation in DFSV contexts, while also undermining engagement with safety planning and recovery supports.7  [footnoteRef:8] [footnoteRef:9] [footnoteRef:10] [8:  Cortis, N., & Smyth, C. (2024). Specialist Financial Counselling for Women Affected by Domestic and Family Violence. Australia’s National Research Organisation for Women’s Safety (ANROWS). URL: https://anrows.intersearch.com.au/anrowsjspui/handle/1/22752 ]  [9:  Financial Rights Legal Centre, & Economic Abuse Reference Group. (2025). Credit Reporting and Economic Abuse. Financial Rights Legal Centre. URL: https://financialrights.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/fr_earg_credit-reporting-economic-abuse-report.pdf ]  [10:  Wardle, H., et al. (2024). The Lancet Public Health Commission on gambling. The Lancet Public Health. URL: https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(24)00167-1/fulltext
] 


FCAWA submits that Commonwealth suicide-prevention responses to DFSV should explicitly incorporate “economic safety” as a stabilisation domain, alongside physical safety and housing safety, and should strengthen national data architecture to better capture DFSV context (including economic abuse) in suicide deaths and suicidality-related service contacts.3 4 5 
[bookmark: _Ref220589108][bookmark: _Ref220668147]Financial distress relevant to DFSV-related suicidality may arise from multiple sources and is not limited to a perpetrator’s direct abusive actions. FCAWA notes that gambling harms are recognised internationally as a public health issue and are associated with severe financial distress, including debt accumulation, housing instability, and material hardship. [footnoteRef:11] [11:  Dowling N, Suomi A, Jackson A, Lavis T, Patford J, Cockman S, Thomas S, Bellringer M, Koziol-Mclain J, Battersby M, Harvey P, Abbott M. Problem Gambling and Intimate Partner Violence: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis. Trauma Violence Abuse. 2016 Jan;17(1):43-61. doi: 10.1177/1524838014561269. Epub 2014 Dec 3. PMID: 25477014. URL: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25477014/ 
] 

[bookmark: _Ref220317496]Evidence from systematic review literature indicates that problem gambling is associated with increased prevalence of intimate partner violence perpetration and victimisation, indicating that gambling-related harm may co-occur with, and in some cases intensify, domestic and family violence dynamics.[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  Mosconi, G., et al. (2025). Gaming and gambling behaviours among Italian adolescents: a cross-sectional study. The Lancet Public Health. URL: https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(25)00274-9/fulltext
] 

[bookmark: _Ref220591018]FCAWA also notes emerging evidence that some gaming monetisation systems used by adolescents resemble gambling and can lead to early financial harm through repeated, normalised spending[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  House of Representatives Standing Committee on Social Policy and Legal Affairs. (2023). You win some, you lose more: Online gambling and its impacts on those experiencing gambling harm (Final Report). Parliament of Australia. URL: https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Social_Policy_and_Legal_Affairs/Onlinegamblingimpacts/Report] 

While this evidence does not relate directly to domestic and family violence or suicide, it illustrates how financial harm can accumulate through everyday systems before becoming visible as crisis, a contextual consideration relevant to understanding financial distress in DFSV-related suicidality.
Where gambling-related debt or financial instability is present within DFSV contexts, it may intersect with coercive control and economic abuse, such as coerced debt, restricted access to financial resources, or post-separation financial sabotage, increasing practical and financial barriers to leaving safely and heightening psychological distress during periods of elevated suicide risk. Evidence indicates that, in some contexts, gambling harm is associated with increased psychological distress and suicidality; however, pathways are multifactorial and shaped by co-occurring stressors rather than direct causation.11 14
FCAWA’s priority recommendationsEnsure risk assessment tools and responses address suicidal coercion as a coercive control tactic and the suicidality risks experienced by victim-survivors under entrapment
Integrate specialist DFSV-informed financial counselling into high-risk contact points (including legal, housing and crisis settings) with clear warm-referral pathways.
Embed recognition of coercive control and economic abuse within relevant Commonwealth economic systems and service interfaces.



Establish nationally consistent DFSV-suicide contextual coding and public reporting, including economic abuse indicators.




15
In framing this submission, FCAWA draws on its practice-based evidence and situates its analysis within the broader Commonwealth policy environment addressing domestic and family violence, coercive control and economic abuse, as well as related parliamentary work on financial abuse. These contexts inform FCAWA’s contribution to this Inquiry, while recognising that the Inquiry’s Terms of Reference (TOR) are focused on DFSV, suicide, and the adequacy of existing data, systems and responses.













2. Policy Context
This Inquiry is considered by the Financial Counsellors Association of Western Australia (FCAWA) within the broader Commonwealth policy and parliamentary context, addressing domestic, family and sexual 
violence, coercive control, and economic abuse. FCAWA recognises that the Inquiry’s published Terms of Reference are focused specifically on understanding the relationship between DFSV and suicide, improving data quality and reporting methodologies, and identifying opportunities for prevention and early intervention.5
FCAWA situates its submission within the broader Commonwealth policy environment, including the National Plan to End Violence Against Women and Children 2022–2032, which recognises coercive control and economic abuse as central drivers of harm and emphasises the need for coordinated, evidence-based system responses.3 While the National Plan is not explicitly referenced in the Inquiry’s Terms of Reference, it provides important contextual framing for FCAWA’s focus on economic safety and system-level responses.
[bookmark: _Ref220317761]FCAWA also draws on the findings of recent parliamentary work relevant to economic abuse within DFSV, including the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Corporations and Financial Services report, Financial abuse: an insidious form of domestic violence (2024). That inquiry identified systemic failures within financial and regulatory systems that can enable or exacerbate economic abuse and highlighted the importance of strengthening safeguards, accountability, and access to specialist financial support.[footnoteRef:14] FCAWA submits that these findings are directly relevant to understanding material entrapment and distress in DFSV contexts, including where suicide risk is present. [14:  Parliamentary Joint Committee on Corporations and Financial Services. (2024). Financial abuse: an insidious form of domestic violence. Parliament of Australia. URL: https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Corporations_and_Financial_Services/FinancialAbuse/Report] 

[bookmark: _Ref220321030]In addition, FCAWA notes broader Commonwealth parliamentary consideration of gambling harms, including analysis of the financial and psychosocial impacts of gambling on individuals and families. While gambling policy is not referenced in the Inquiry’s Terms of Reference, FCAWA considers this work a relevant context where severe financial distress intersects with vulnerability, crisis escalation, and service contact pathways.14 FCAWA does not assert causation between gambling and DFSV-related suicide, but includes this context to inform its analysis of financial stressors within broader harm-prevention settings.
Central to the Inquiry’s remit, as stated in its Terms of Reference, is the development of more accurate and consistent approaches to identifying, recording, and analysing DFSV context in suicide data, including through improved coronial practices and system coordination.5 FCAWA’s contribution is directed to this objective, with particular emphasis on the role of economic abuse, financial distress, and economic safety as relevant contextual factors that may otherwise remain under-recognised.






3. Recommendations
TOR 1 — Relationship between DFSV victimisation and suicide
[bookmark: _Ref220317545]International longitudinal evidence indicates that intimate partner violence is associated with increased risk of incident depressive symptoms and suicide attempts, supporting the importance of recognising DFSV as a risk context for suicidality and suicide, while noting that causation and pathways are multifactorial and shaped by system and contextual factors.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Devries, K. M., Mak, J. Y. T., Bacchus, L. J., Child, J. C., Falder, G., Petzold, M., Astbury, J., & Watts, C. H. (2013). Intimate Partner Violence and Incident Depressive Symptoms and Suicide Attempts: A Systematic Review of Longitudinal Studies. PLOS Medicine, 10(5), e1001439. URL: https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1001439
] 

Australian coronial analysis has identified family-violence indicators in a substantial minority of suicides examined within the relevant jurisdictional dataset, with higher prevalence among women, and findings consistent with coercive control dynamics including entrapment and restricted autonomy.1
The Ombudsman Western Australia investigation similarly identified that many women who died by suicide had prior family and domestic violence victimisation and multiple service contacts, without the DFSV context being consistently identified, shared or acted on in ways that would support timely intervention.2
[bookmark: _Ref220317734]FCAWA notes inquiry evidence from lived experience and sector organisations that safety and system responsiveness are central to suicide prevention in DFSV contexts, including the risks that arise when institutions replicate coercive control dynamics through unsafe processes, repeated re-telling, inadequate recognition of coercive control, and barriers to safe separation.[footnoteRef:16] 6 [16:  Change for Sam. (2025). Submission 11 to the House of Representatives Standing Committee on Social Policy and Legal Affairs Inquiry into the Relationship Between DFSV and Suicide. URL: https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Social_Policy_and_Legal_Affairs/DFSVSuicidedata/Submissions ] 

Financial counsellors regularly support clients during separation and post-separation escalation, including in circumstances of economic entrapment (coerced debt, credit impairment, locked or monitored accounts, employment interference, and forced dependence on perpetrator-controlled income). These dynamics can intensify distress, restrict access to housing, transport and communications, and undermine a person’s perceived capacity to “exit safely,” which may contribute to suicidality risk.7 13
FCAWA also notes that severe financial distress can arise from multiple sources, including gambling harms. Where gambling-related debt and hardship intersect with DFSV, coercive control, or broader psychosocial vulnerability, this may compound material insecurity and crisis escalation. FCAWA submits that, while gambling is not synonymous with DFSV, it is relevant to a comprehensive understanding of financial stressors that may co-occur with suicidality risk in some contexts.10 12
Recommendations (TOR 1)
1. Adopt nationally consistent DFSV-suicide contextual coding and definitions, including economic abuse indicators, to support accurate prevalence estimation and trend monitoring.5 2 
2. Require annual public reporting on DFSV context in suicide deaths (including indicators of coercive control, recent separation, and economic abuse), with appropriate privacy and safety safeguards.5 2 
3. Ensure Commonwealth suicide-prevention strategies explicitly recognise economic abuse and material entrapment as potential risk amplifiers in DFSV contexts, alongside clinical mental health determinants.3 16 13
4. Ensure national approaches to suicidality risk recognise the potential contribution of acute and chronic financial stressors, including gambling-related harm, where evidenced, and support appropriate referral pathways into financial stabilisation supports.10 12
TOR 2 — Reporting and investigation methodologies
The Committee’s TOR identifies the need to consider the availability and quality of DFSV-related suicide data and the consistency of reporting and investigation methodologies. Across Australia, inconsistent recognition and coding of DFSV context in coronial and administrative datasets limits national understanding of prevalence, pathways, and points for prevention.1 2 5
FCAWA emphasises that the DFSV context, particularly coercive control and economic abuse, may not be identified at the time of death registration or within early investigative information and may be surfaced only through coronial investigation, death reviews, and retrospective examination of service contacts. Accordingly, national estimates based solely on initial coding are likely to under-count DFSV context without strengthened contextual fields, standardised practice guidance, and structured analysis of narrative and cross-system information. 2 5 6 
FCAWA submits that improvements must extend beyond coding labels to include consistent guidance, minimum data fields, and mechanisms to support safe and appropriate information sharing, while respecting privacy, safety, and the risks of perpetrator retaliation or surveillance. 2 6
Relevance for FCAWA: Financial counselling records can provide structured documentation of economic abuse (e.g., coerced debt patterns, disputed transactions, credit reporting impacts, hardship arrangements, and creditor engagement) that may be relevant to understanding entrapment and escalating distress where a suicide death occurs. Sector research also identifies credit reporting and financial product settings as sites of economic abuse that require specific safeguards and documentation practices.9
FCAWA does not propose that financial counselling records replace coronial evidence. Rather, FCAWA submits that national data architecture should, where lawful and safe, enable the incorporation of de-identified or consent-based contextual information to strengthen investigative completeness and inform prevention.2 9
Recommendations (TOR 2)
1. Establish a national DFSV-suicide minimum dataset to be used consistently across jurisdictions, with core contextual fields including (at minimum): evidence of coercive control; recent separation; intervention order history; identified economic abuse (including coerced debt/credit misuse); housing instability; and recent service contacts across relevant systems.1 2 5
2. Develop nationally consistent coronial guidance for the identification and coding of DFSV context in suicide, including economic abuse indicators, to improve comparability across jurisdictions.2 5
3. Enable secure, privacy-compliant data linking pathways that support: (a) survivor safety; (b) appropriate consent where feasible; (c) minimisation of perpetrator notification risk; and (d) clear governance over access, use, and reporting. This should be designed in consultation with victim-survivors and specialist DFSV services.2 6
4. Ensure public reporting is sufficiently aggregated to protect individuals and families, particularly in small communities and high-visibility cases, while still enabling policy-relevant insights.2 6




TOR 3 — System recognition and response
Death-review findings demonstrate repeated missed opportunities for early intervention where DFSV and suicide risk intersect, including gaps in identification of DFSV context, fragmented service responses, and inadequate escalation pathways when risk increases.2 4
Inquiry evidence from lived experience and frontline providers indicates that safety is foundational to suicide prevention in DFSV contexts and that system interactions can exacerbate distress where processes mirror coercive control, including through unsafe information practices, procedural burdens, and insufficient recognition of economic entrapment.6 17
FCAWA submits that system recognition requires practical integration across settings where people experiencing DFSV present in crisis, including legal services, housing and homelessness services, courts, refuges, and relevant Commonwealth service interfaces that affect income, debts, and family economic security.3 14 17
Evidence indicates that co-located or integrated specialist financial counselling for women affected by domestic and family violence can improve stability and support safer decision-making, including by addressing coerced debt, rebuilding financial autonomy, and enabling access to material resources necessary for safety planning.8
Recommendations (TOR 3)
[bookmark: _Ref220317992]1. Embed DFSV-specialist financial counsellors in high-risk settings, including courts, refuges, and contact services, and within integrated legal-housing support models, recognising the overlap between housing insecurity, economic entrapment and suicidality risk.8 [footnoteRef:17] [17:  Women’s Community Shelters. (2025). Submission to the House of Representatives Standing Committee on Social Policy and Legal Affairs Inquiry into the Relationship Between DFSV and Suicide. URL: https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Social_Policy_and_Legal_Affairs/DFSVSuicidedata/Submissions] 

2. Standardise warm-referral pathways between financial counselling, specialist DFSV services, mental health and suicide-prevention services, and legal/housing supports, with defined escalation and feedback mechanisms and survivor-led safety planning.2 8 17 
3. Provide workforce training across relevant sectors (including financial counselling, crisis services, and frontline human services) on coercive control, economic entrapment, and suicide risk pathways in DFSV contexts, including safe documentation and information sharing.2 8 13
4. Ensure system reforms explicitly address the risk that administrative processes may reproduce coercive control dynamics, including through unsafe notifications, repeated re-telling, or procedural exposure to the perpetrator.6








TOR 4 — Suicide and threats of suicide as coercive control
[bookmark: _Ref220317905]Research and practice literature on coercive control recognises that threats of self-harm or suicide can be used as a tactic by perpetrators to intimidate, manipulate, or prevent separation, and should be understood as part of a broader pattern of domination and entrapment rather than treated solely as a mental health presentation.13 [footnoteRef:18] [18:  Stark, E. (2007). Coercive Control: How Men Entrap Women in Personal Life. Oxford University Press. URL: https://anrows.intersearch.com.au/anrowsjspui/handle/1/11397] 

FCAWA also notes that suicidality can arise for victim-survivors in contexts of coercive control and economic entrapment, where the perceived absence of safe options, combined with material insecurity and fear of escalation, can intensify distress.2 16 17
[bookmark: _Ref220317942]CALD communities and people with insecure visa status may face additional coercive control mechanisms, including threats related to visa sponsorship, language barriers, and reduced help-seeking pathways, which may intersect with suicide threats used as coercion and with victim-survivor suicidality under entrapment.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Australian Multicultural Action Network. (2025). Submission 6 to the House of Representatives Standing Committee on Social Policy and Legal Affairs Inquiry into the Relationship Between DFSV and Suicide. URL: https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Social_Policy_and_Legal_Affairs/DFSVSuicidedata/Submissions ] 


Recommendations (TOR 4)
1. Include suicidal coercion (threatened self-harm/suicide by a perpetrator as a coercive control tactic) as an explicit indicator in DFSV risk-assessment tools and response protocols, including guidance for coordinated responses between DFSV, police and health services.13 19
2. Add structured economic-risk prompts to suicide-risk assessments and crisis responses (e.g., recent separation, coerced debt, housing instability, income disruption, and financial surveillance) to support identification of DFSV context and appropriate safety-oriented referrals.2 7 17
3. Ensure culturally safe approaches for CALD and temporary visa cohorts, including interpreting services and safe disclosure pathways that reduce perpetrator detection risk.20












TOR 5 — Prevention and early intervention
FCAWA submits that prevention and early intervention for DFSV-related suicidality should incorporate economic safety as a stabilisation domain. National evidence identifies the significant economic impacts of family, domestic and sexual violence, including disruption to employment and income, housing instability, and long-term financial insecurity.4
Inquiry evidence indicates that safety interventions, particularly those that enable safe separation and reduce ongoing fear and entrapment, are foundational to mental wellbeing and suicide prevention in DFSV contexts.17
Housing insecurity is frequently identified by frontline services as a crisis amplifier, including for people experiencing suicidal ideation, and must be addressed alongside economic abuse and other coercive control dynamics as part of early intervention and stabilisation.17 18 
FCAWA submits that rapid, specialised financial counselling access in high-risk contact points can reduce immediate financial harms, support safer separation planning, and complement clinical and psychosocial responses by addressing urgent material drivers of distress.7 9
FCAWA notes that broader public health evidence identifies gambling as an important determinant of harm. Preventive policy settings that reduce gambling harm and associated financial distress are relevant to a comprehensive upstream approach to crisis escalation pathways, noting the need for appropriate targeting and conservative causal framing in relation to suicide outcomes.11 12
Recommendations (TOR 5)
1. Fund rapid-access DFSV-specialist financial counselling in high-risk settings (including legal assistance, courts, refuges, crisis accommodation and homelessness entry points), with integrated referral pathways to suicide-prevention supports.8 17
2. Establish a national economic-safety package as part of DFSV response, including: fast-tracked hardship protections, coerced debt dispute pathways, credit reporting safeguards, and practical supports that enable financial autonomy during and after separation.4 9 14
3. Issue DFSV- and suicide-responsive financial industry guidance, aligned with the 2024 financial abuse inquiry findings, including expectations for identifying economic abuse, preventing re-traumatisation through processes, and supporting safe account access and debt resolution.9 14
4. Strengthen integration between economic safety and housing safety responses (including rapid rehousing pathways and wraparound supports), recognising that housing insecurity and financial harm can amplify distress and constrain safe options.17 18
5. Support coordinated national approaches to reduce gambling harm and associated financial distress, including improved research and data, as part of broader upstream harm-reduction settings relevant to crisis escalation pathways.10 12






TOR 6 — Other related matters
[bookmark: _Ref220318271]FCAWA notes evidence presented to the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Corporations and Financial Services inquiry that identifies gaps in safeguards against coercion in financial arrangements, including concerns about coercion affecting superannuation nominations and the distribution of post-death benefits in contexts of abuse.14 [footnoteRef:20] [20:  Adams, J. (2024). Submission 104 to the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Corporations and Financial Services Inquiry: Financial Abuse. Parliament of Australia. URL: https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Corporations_and_Financial_Services/FinancialAbuse/Submissions ] 

FCAWA submits that post-death financial settings can be relevant to DFSV-related suicide risk and harm minimisation, including where perpetrators may benefit financially following a death. Safeguards that reduce coercion risks and support integrity in benefit distribution align with broader objectives to prevent DFSV-related harm and strengthen system accountability.14 21
FCAWA also notes that gambling industry expansion and regulation have been the subject of recent policy analysis and parliamentary consideration. While FCAWA does not attribute causation between gambling and DFSV-related suicide, and noting systematic review evidence of co-occurrence between problem gambling and domestic and family violence, FCAWA submits that gambling harms can contribute to severe financial distress, which may compound vulnerability and crisis escalation in some circumstances, and that national harm-reduction settings warrant attention as part of a comprehensive approach to financial distress and suicidality risk.14 12 [footnoteRef:21] [21:  Beresford, Q. (2025). Hooked: Inside the Murky World of Australia’s Gambling Industry. UNSW Press. URL: https://unsw.press/books/hooked/ ] 

Recommendations (TOR 6)
1. Implement relevant recommendations of the 2024 financial abuse report, including those addressing coercion safeguards and integrity measures in superannuation and related financial processes.14
2. Establish post-death financial-harm prevention processes across relevant Commonwealth-regulated settings, including protocols to identify and manage coercion risk and prevent perpetrators benefiting from abuse-related outcomes where applicable.14 21
3. Progress nationally consistent approaches to gambling harm reduction and data improvement, noting potential intersections with severe financial distress and crisis escalation pathways.12 14
4. Conclusion
This Inquiry presents a critical opportunity to strengthen national responses to the intersection of domestic, family and sexual violence (DFSV) and suicide. FCAWA’s submission highlights the need to recognise economic abuse and financial distress as key contextual factors in suicidality, and to embed economic safety into prevention, data, and service frameworks.
We urge the Committee to consider reforms that improve the visibility of DFSV in suicide data, integrate specialist financial counselling into high-risk settings, and ensure that systems respond in ways that are safe, coordinated, and trauma-informed. Addressing these gaps will support earlier intervention, safer pathways out of violence, and more effective prevention of DFSV-related suicidality.
FCAWA thanks the Committee for the opportunity to contribute to this important matter and stands ready to support implementation of these reforms in collaboration with government and sector partners.
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